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Year Objective

Tsang Pik Shan (Sung Lan) Secondary School

2021-2022 Year-end Report

English Department

1.1 Boost students’ confidence in learning and develop their sense of pride
1.2 Improve the teaching effectiveness and techniques

Evaluation

2.1 Boost students’ confidence in learning and develop their sense of pride

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

Introducing vocabulary learning
software

® S.1-5 students will be

encouraged to keep a record of
the vocabulary they have learnt
on Solid Memory. They will
also be asked to revise the
vocabulary in the software.

® The competition rate and the students’
participation rate were not satisfactory.

Students did not find the software
appealing.

@ Statistics generated by
Solid Memory

Recycling vocabulary about food
and nutrition by LAC

® English teachers will teach

students the writing techniques
of a recipe and vocabulary
about food nutrition.
Technology and Living teacher
will then require students to
write an English recipe for a
person who aims to lose weight.

® Students produced an English recipe and
presented it to their T&L teacher clearly.

® Students’ homework quality
and teachers’ observation
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Producing two mini-English
videos

@ Students will be asked to act or
say some English lines in the
videos

® Only one video about the Chinese New

Year greeting was shot and broadcast.

® 70% of students enjoyed watching the
videos and learnt some English
vocabulary or culture from the video
clips.

® All students in the videos could express
their ideas in English confidently and
clearly.

® Teachers’ observation

English Learning Passport

® English Learning Passport is
used to encourage students to
learn English in their leisure
time. English teachers will try
to use it occasionally during
class teacher periods and ignite
their English learning passion.
Also, the requirements for

redeeming gifts will be lowered.

® The result was not satisfactory. Only
20% of the gifts were redeemed by
students.

® Gift redemption form

Offering students phonics
teaching videos

® Michael will upload his self-
recorded teaching videos to
YouTube. Students can revise
what they have learnt in class
conveniently at home.

® 70% of students could pass the phonics
section in the final oral examination.

® Oral exam results

AR book reports

® With the support of Mr Chor,
S.1 students and English
teachers will be taught how to
do book reports in a more
interesting electronic manner.

® Due to the suspension caused by the
‘special holiday’, quite a number of
students forgot the story and did not
prepare for their presentations seriously
before doing the recordings.

® Teachers’ observation
® Students’ questionnaires
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English Speech Festival

® Students are encouraged and
nominated to join the
competition.

® 24 out of 27 participants successfully ® Certificates
submitted their videos. More than 95%
of the participants received certificates of
merit/proficiency.

Site visits for workplace
communication

® Students will be taken to
different worksites to interview
the people in the industry and
try some hands-on activities.

® The site visits to a fencing school and a |® Teachers’ observation
café were postponed to the post-exam  |® Students’ questionnaires
period. 90% of the participants enjoyed
the activity and agreed that they acquired
some English knowledge and gained a
deeper understanding of the industry.

Monthly English activities
and English Week

® English Week will be held. All
teachers and students will be
involved in different activities
in the hope of creating an
environment for students to use
English.

® Michael and Venus endeavoured to run a |® Teachers’ observation
wide range of activities for students,
including a cooking-making class, a
scavenger hunt, an English singing
contest and so on. Almost all students
joined at least one activity.

24




2.2 Improve the teaching effectiveness and techniques

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

Professional development

® Professional sharing will be
conducted in panel meetings
with a focus on catering for
learner differences,
collaborative learning, e-
learning and so on.

® Two teachers respectively shared how to
make good use of the revision list and
how we can use board games to teach
vocabulary about appearances. Some
practical teaching ideas were shared in
the department meeting.

® The quality of the teachers’
sharing

Refining the curriculum

® Sentence pattern analysis will
be taught starting from S.1.
Students are expected to master
the basic syntax analysis skills
S0 as to improve their writing
and reading proficiency.

® Starting from S.1, students will
be trained to conduct tapescript
analysis and focus on the
keywords or frequently seen
vocabulary items in listening
practice.

® Teachers expressed the usefulness of the
sentence-making tables. Even the weaker
students managed to write some simple
sentences in short writing exercises.

® The weaker students were more attentive
and tried their best when offered the
tapescripts. A majority of students
managed to complete the tapescript
blank-filling exercises, although they
needed more help with spelling.

® Students’ homework quality
and teachers’ observation

Creating materials for the needy
classes in S.4

® Alison will guide Hestia and
Venus to create teaching
materials for Groups 3-4 in S.4.

® More than 70% of students found the
teaching materials useful and reader-
friendly.

® Teachers’ observation and
questionnaires

After-school tutorials

® S.4-6 English tutorial classes
will be conducted on Zoom.

® Only S.6 writing tutorial classes were
held.

® The overall attendance was 90%, and
students showed positive responses in
the questionnaires.

® Students’ attendance and
questionnaires

25




3. Areas for improvements

>

YV V V

In phonics lessons, the stories used are sometimes difficult for students. So, more visual aids should be provided to get more students
cognitively involved in the learning process.

Before students did presentations before video shooting, some more intensive training must be offered.

After the pandemic is brought under control, teachers can run more frequent English activities and produce more English videos.
More efforts need to be made to enable students to notice the English materials in their daily life. Videos can be shot to raise students’
awareness of the different themes in English learning passport.

4. Difficulties and limitations

>

>

>

Most English teachers are also active members of various functional committees. Sometimes, the heavy workload of the committees may
hamper teachers’ English teaching efforts. For example, some teachers were not able to do more frequent dictation and return the marked
assignments to students in a timely manner.

With the renewed HKDSE curriculum, the senior form writing curriculum will be updated, which requires a great deal of time and effort
next year. It is hoped that the school can release more time and space for language teachers next year.

There has been a constant turnover of English teachers in these few years. Some experienced and capable teachers have gone. It takes time
to train the fresh graduates / new teachers to live up to the expectation of the department.

5. Overall evaluation

>

>

High-quality new teachers who are English majors and have a decent academic background have been recruited. Also, some of the young
teachers have grown to be mature and skilful in teaching. Their contribution to the school and department is promising.

Young teachers have brought a lot of new ideas, for example, forming an English song busking team, to help establish an English-rich
learning environment.

Although the senior form teaching materials received positive feedback from students, there is a need to invite some experts such as
curriculum development officers from EDB/tertiary institutes to help the department detect the blind spots in the school-based curriculum.
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